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Recognized as one of America’s most brilliant guitarists, William Kanengiser has developed a unique repertoire for his 
instrument, ranging from dazzling arrangements of Mozart, Handel, and Bartók to his innovative excursions into the music of 
Eastern Europe and the Caribbean.  Praised by the Los Angeles Times for his “dizzying execution” and “exceeding vitality 
and warmth,” Mr. Kanengiser has performed in recital and as guest soloist with orchestras in virtually every major American 
city, ranging from New York City’s Carnegie Hall and 92nd Street Y to San Francisco’s Herbst Theater, as well as throughout 
Canada, Europe, and Asia.  
 

Through unusual commissions and a creative approach to transcription, Mr. Kanengiser has won recognition for expanding 
the repertory beyond the staples of guitar literature.  He has performed and recorded works written for him by composers as 
diverse as Dusan Bogdanovich, Ian Krouse, and Brian Head, and has won consistent praise for his own transcriptions of 
scores from the traditional repertory, most notably Mozart’s Piano Sonata in A major (featuring the “Rondo Alla Turka”), 
which he prepared for the Columbia Pictures release, Crossroads, in which he was Ralph Macchio’s guitar double and coach.  
Many of these arrangements have been published by GSP, Gendai Guitar, and Doberman Editions. 
 

Mr. Kanengiser’s solo recordings are heard exclusively on the GSP label.  His first recording, Ronda Alla Turka, won an 
“INDIE” award for Best Classical Recording.  His second solo CD, Echoes from the Old World, features music of the folk 
traditions of Eastern Europe and the Middle East.  The third, Caribbean Souvenirs, comprises music from the Caribbean and 
Mexico.  His most recent recording is Classical Cool, a 2003 GSP release, includes jazz-inspired compositions and 
arrangements for classical guitar.  A fifth CD, Groovetune, featuring Mr. Kanengiser’s interpretations of music from 
fingerstyle masters including Ralph Towner, Pat Metheny, Michael Hedges, and others, is currently in planning.  Mr. 
Kanengiser was featured artist on the Japanese CD Music of Shingo Fujii for Forest Hill Recordings, including the world 
premiere recording of Concerto de Los Angeles, written for Mr. Kanengiser.  He has also released recordings of repertoire 
from Books 8 and 9 of the Suzuki Guitar School for the Guitar Committee of the International Suzuki Association. 
 

Mr. Kanengiser’s first live studio concert DVD, Classical Guitar and Beyond, was released in October 2006 by Mel Bay 
Publications; the album also includes his now-infamous comedy imitation show from the 2005 Guitar Foundation of America 
Festival.  He is also featured artist in the Forest Hill DVD William Kanengiser and His Friends in Japan. He has produced 
two popular Hot Licks instructional videos, recently reissued on DVD, Effortless Classical Guitar and Classical Guitar 
Mastery.  Elsewhere in the media, Mr. Kanengiser for two years hosted a weekly radio show on KKGO-FM in Los Angeles. 
 

As a founding member of the Los Angeles Guitar Quartet, William Kanengiser tours extensively throughout North America, 
Asia, and Europe, and has recorded for the GHA, Delos, and Sony Classical labels.  LAGQ currently records exclusively for 
Telarc. Their 2001 Telarc release, LAGQ: Latin, was nominated for a Grammy, and their follow-up recording LAGQ’s Guitar 
Heroes won a Grammy for Best Classical Crossover Album of 2004.  Spin features an original composition by Mr. 
Kanengiser for four guitars, “Turn to the Sea.”  LAGQ recently released a live concert DVD for Mel Bay Publications, 
LAGQ LIVE!.  The most recent Telarc CD releases are LAGQ Brazil (2007), which features a collaboration with jazz singer 
Luciana Souza, and Interchange (2010), featuring concertos of Joaquin Rodrigo and Sergio Assad performed with the 
Delaware Symphony. 
 

In 2009, Mr. Kanengiser created a performance piece for narrator and guitar quartet entitled “The Ingenious Gentleman Don 
Quixote: Words and Music from the Time of Cervantes.”  Originally developed in collaboration with Monty Python member 
John Cleese, Mr. Kanengiser adapted selections from Edith Grossman’s translation of Don Quixote for dramatic narration, 
arranging twenty-two pieces from the Spanish Renaissance as musical accompaniment.  In subsequent performances with 
Firesign Theatre member Phil Proctor, Mr. Kanengiser created lighting, staging, projection, and costume effects to enhance 
the dramatic effect of the show. 
 

Beyond his work with LAGQ, Mr. Kanengiser has collaborated at festivals and concerts with a wide range of noted artists 
and ensembles, including the Miami String Quartet, the Vermeer Quartet, flutist Marina Piccinini, pianist Mia Chung, 
violinist Maria Bachmann, and recorder artist Aldo Abreu. He has also performed with noted guitarists Shin-ichi Fukuda, 
Shingo Fujii, Kazumi Watanabe, and Atanas Ourkouzonov. 
 

Mr. Kanengiser won First Prize of the 1987 Concert Artists Guild Competition as well as major international competitions in 
Toronto (1981) and Paris (1983).  The recipient of two Solo Recitalist Fellowships from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, he was also chosen as one of Musical America’s Outstanding Young Artists.  A member of the guitar faculty at the 
USC Thornton School of Music in Los Angeles since 1983, he has given master classes at conservatories and guitar festivals 
around the world.  Born in Orange, New Jersey, Mr. Kanengiser studied at the University of Southern California, being 
named Outstanding Graduate of the School of Music upon the completion of both his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees.  His 
principal teachers were Malcolm Hamilton, Pepe Romero, and James F. Smith. 
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